Issue Brief #8:  Community Mitigation and Its Potential Consequences

Executive Summary:

Issue:  Measures to reduce spread of a pandemic virus could potentially prevent illness and limit the impact of the pandemic, but could also have adverse effects.  Substantial uncertainty exists about both the effectiveness of these measures and about the adverse effects they might cause.

Task Force Recommendations

1. In light of the recent federal “Interim Pre-Pandemic Planning Guidelines:  Community Strategy for Pandemic Influenza Mitigation in the United States”, the UDOH, in cooperation with local health departments and other community partners, should develop a community mitigation plan in harmony with federal guidelines to the extent possible.

2. The State Office of Education, school districts, colleges/universities, individual schools, and other agencies/entities responsible for delivering education, in collaboration with public health authorities, should plan for measures that can make schools safer during a pandemic by reducing opportunities for transmission.

3. The State Office of Education, school districts, colleges/universities, individual schools, and other agencies/entities responsible for delivering education, in collaboration with public health authorities, should plan and take action to support their ability to maintain the educational process during a prolonged school closure.

4. The Utah Department of Health, in collaboration with stakeholders, should examine ways to reduce transmission in childcare settings during a pandemic and also consider steps that would help prepare society for childcare facility closures that might be required during a pandemic.

5. When indicated by appropriate scientific and public knowledge regarding the severity of a pandemic, government leaders should act to restrict the mass gathering of people in order to minimize the spread of disease.

6. State and local governments should work pro-actively with faith and community based organizations to develop alternative approaches to meeting the needs of those organizations and the communities they serve in advance and during a pandemic in order to minimize the spread of disease.

7. State and local governments should work proactively with the business community to help align employment-related incentives with community mitigation measures.
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