Issue Brief #6:  Stockpiling and Management and Use of Antiviral Medications during an Influenza Pandemic
Executive Summary:

Issue:  An influenza pandemic could cause widespread illness and death.  Antiviral drugs could potentially prevent illness or reduce its severity for individuals and lessen the impact of the pandemic on health care providers.  Treatment efficacy is uncertain and could be limited by development of resistance.  The current supply is insufficient for the needs of a pandemic.

Task Force Recommendations:

1.  Recommend that State funds are used to purchase antiviral medications in excess of those provided as part of the national stockpile using the 25% federal match.  Consideration should be given to purchasing additional antiviral medications if they become available in the future.

2.  Approve the recommendations of the National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC) as interim criteria for use of antiviral medications under the State antiviral use plan.  This plan should apply to anti-viral medications available in Utah through federal, state, or local stockpiles, including medications purchased under the federal contract using private or local funds. 

a. Revisions to these guidelines are likely as more data become available.  Substantive revisions to these guidelines should be reviewed by the pandemic policy advisory committee previously recommended by this Task Force.

b. Education of the general public and health care providers on the criteria for appropriate use and distribution of antiviral medications must occur in advance of, and in case of a pandemic.

3.  Recommend that antiviral medications in the State stockpile purchased using federal or state funds be distributed for use by local health districts according to the State plan as follows:

a. Sixty percent (60%) to be distributed according to the population of each district;

b. Twenty percent (20%) to be distributed according to the number of general medical beds in each jurisdiction; and

c. A reserve of 20% should be maintained at the State to be distributed according to need, including to help cover priority groups identified by needs assessments or to use for outbreak control.

d. These percentages can be modified as the stockpile numbers change by the advisory process previously recommended.

4.  Recommend that local jurisdictions be allowed and encouraged to purchase antiviral medications under the federal contract in excess of those purchased using State funds.  Medications purchased in this way can be used to supplement, not substitute for, the portion of the State stockpile available to that jurisdiction following the recommendations for use and priority groups established under the State plan.

5.  Recommend that hospitals, health care providers, and other entities be allowed to purchase antiviral medications under the federal contract, in excess of those purchased using State funds.  Medications purchased in this way can be used to supplement medications available through the State stockpile for use by priority groups established under the State plan.

6.  The UDOH must develop a State plan and guidelines for use of antivirals during a pandemic.  UDOH, local health departments, and other entities that will be involved in stockpiling or use of stockpiled antiviral medications should develop an integrated plan for storage, security, management, distribution, dispensing, accountability of use, assessment of efficacy and adverse events associated with their use during a pandemic.  That plan should be developed in collaboration with health care providers who would be involved in diagnosis and treatment of persons with influenza and should be reviewed by the pandemic policy advisory committee recommended previously by the Task Force.
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