Governor’s Task Force on Pandemic Influenza Preparedness

December 6, 2006 

Radisson Hotel

Meeting Summary

Attendees:  Alan Allred, Ben Buchanan, Veola Burchett, Allen Christensen, Stephen Clark, Larry Ellertson, Elaine Emmi, Harden Eyring, John Hanshaw, Robert Huefner, Tamara Lewis, Myron March, James Mason, Gail McGuill, Mark Meaker, Edith Mitko, Alexander Morrison, David Neale, Larry Newton, Ryan Richards, Betty Sawyer, David Sundwall, Robin Troxell, Brent Wallace, Catherine Wheeler, Carlie Shurtliff, Dave Allison, Marc Babitz, Guy Dansie, Kim Dyches, Teresa Garrett, Ron Gloshen, Charla Haley, Rich Lakin, Mary Maughan, Dick Melton, Paul Patrick, Patti Pavey, Susan Puls, Robert Rolfs, Pat Thomas, Deb Wynkoop, Annie Strupp, Renee Murphy, Gordon Behunin, Marie Mischel, Pete Kupu, Norm Nakamura, Lisa Rosetta, Butch Shuman, Rich Garden, Wyatt Frampton

The Fourth meeting of the Task Force was called to order at 8:00 AM by Co-Chair, Dr. David Sundwall.  The two topics being discussed at this meeting were “Maintaining Essential Business and Community Services during a Pandemic” and “Management and Use of Antiviral Medications during an Influenza Pandemic.” The discussion facilitator for this meeting was Dr. Robert Huefner.

Maintaining Essential Business and Community Services:

Dr. Sundwall introduced Paul Patrick, Director of the Bureau of Emergency Medical Services, UDOH, who presented the “Maintaining Essential Services” paper (see attached PowerPoint presentation and refer to issue paper).  The Task Force was sent the issue papers in advance of the meeting which included background information and a description of the issue to be discussed, objectives for the issue, planning assumptions, important concerns and challenges, and options for the Task Force to consider recommending to the Governor.  The Task Force voted to accept the “Maintaining Essential Services” issue paper and recommendations with the following clarifications and changes:

· Task Force members emphasized the need to coordinate pandemic influenza preparedness recommendations with the extensive work already underway in the community
· Recommendation #2 was approved with the addition of the wording, “to work cooperatively with urban/rural local jurisdictions….” and “Private Sector Homeland Security Coordinating Council.”
· Task Force members acknowledged the need for constant sensitivity to the economic impacts on businesses due to closures and other containment measures.
· Change recommendation #3 to:  Encourage state and local governments to collaborate with and provide technical assistance and incentives (potentially included tax credits) to businesses engaging in pandemic and other emergency preparedness planning and to disseminate best practices and available resources..
· Consideration should be given to providing financial incentives to businesses to participate in planning activities.
· Recommendation #4 was approved after noting that the challenge will be reach every business owner.  There is a need to include business licensure agencies, faith-based organizations, and a variety of other business networks in order to reach out to all businesses for education and sharing of information
· Add to Recommendation #5 (labeled #4 in paper distributed at meeting):
i. Government should develop an emergency preparedness/disaster relief financial plan to ensure continuation of essential services and consider establishing a fund to cover those costs

ii. Complete a financial study on the impact of a pandemic on the health care system including health insurance coverage.

· Recommendations #1 and #6 (labeled #5 if paper distributed at meeting) were passed without changes.

Management and Use of Antiviral Medications during a Pandemic

This policy issue was presented by Guy Dansie, Strategic National Stockpile Program Manager, UDOH, with assistance from Dr. Robert Rolfs, UDOH State Epidemiologist (see attached PowerPoint presentation and refer to issue paper).  The Task Force voted to accept the issue paper and recommendations with the following clarifications and changes:

· Questions concerning the shelf life and effectiveness of antiviral medications were asked and answered.  The current shelf life of antiviral medications is 5 years.  The effectiveness of the drug at 5 years is not known.  

· The difference between an antiviral medication and a vaccine:  A vaccine helps your body develop immunity against the virus and we will not have a vaccine available for the first six months of a pandemic.  Antiviral medications give you limited protection from infection while you take the medications and help fight the disease once you get it.

· Recommendation #1 was approved to endorse the purchase and reserve the right to purchase more in the future if it becomes available.

· Recommendation #2 should clarify that based on stockpile size, we would apply the use of the medication to treat categories 1 – 7 to increase effectiveness of prophylaxis.
· Public messaging regarding appropriate use and distribution of antiviral medications must occur in advance of pandemic.  Because antiviral medication will not be available to everyone, we should underscore the importance of personal preparedness.
· Recommendation #3 approved with change that percentages can be modified to reflect different distributional needs at different sizes of the stockpile.
· Recommendation #4 modified to clarify that local jurisdiction purchases are not a substitute for the state purchase of antivirals.  A suggestion was made for a state match process to encourage participation in purchase of antiviral medications.
· Recommendation #6 approved with change that UDOH must develop a state plan….Include security in plan being developed.

Co-chair Dr. James Mason summarized the Task Force discussion and reminded members that they will have an opportunity to review changes to the recommendations at an upcoming meeting.  Patti Pavey, Task Force Coordinator, announced that the next meeting will take place on January 4th, at the Radisson Hotel in the Wasatch Room at 7:30 – 10:30 AM. An additional Task Force meeting has been added to the schedule on February 8th, 2007, at the University of Utah Marriott Hotel from 7:30 – 10:30 AM.
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