Governor’s Task Force on Pandemic Influenza Preparedness

January 4, 2006 

Radisson Hotel

Meeting Summary

Attendees:  Alan Allred, Pamela Atkinson, Veola Burchett, Allen Christensen, Gary Edwards, Larry Ellertson, Elaine Emmi, Harden Eyring, John Hanshaw, Gary House, Robert Huefner, Clark Larsen, Nate Leishman, Tamara Lewis, James Mason, Gail McGuill, Mark Meaker, Edith Mitko, Alexander Morrison, David Neale, Larry Newton, Andrew Pavia, Ryan Richards, Betty Sawyer, Richard Sperry, David Sundwall, Robin Troxell, Brent Wallace, Catherine Wheeler, Linda Abel, Ann Allen, Dave Allison, Marc Babitz, Jan Buttrey, Colleen Connelly, Kathy Froerer, Penny Davies, Charla Haley, Tamara Hampton, Beverly Jackson, Michael Kuehn, Mary Maughan, Dick Melton, Dianne Nielson, Paul Patrick, Patti Pavey, Wyatt Frampton, Robert Rolfs, Dan Schuring, Ada Van Vloten, Kevin McCulley, Caroline Green, Jamie Winston, Jerry Merrick, Butch Shuman, Greg Jacquart, Norman Nakamura, Maxine Margaritis, Loretta Park, Melissa Zito

The fifth meeting of the Task Force was called to order at 8:00 AM by Co-Chair, Dr. David Sundwall.  The two topics being discussed at this meeting were “Management and Use of Influenza Vaccine during a Pandemic” and “Community Mitigation”.  The Mitigation/Containment topic was added to the original list of policy issues to be discussed by the Task Force because federal community mitigation strategies/guidelines are expected to be proposed later this month.  The discussion facilitator for this meeting was Dr. Robert Huefner.

Management and Use of Influenza Vaccine during a Pandemic:

Dr. Sundwall introduced Linda Abel, Immunization Manager, Utah Department of Health, who presented the “Management and Use of Vaccine” paper on behalf of the Vaccine Distribution/Priority/Preparedness Workgroup, a workgroup comprised of health care provider representatives and other agencies/ organizations with expertise and a vested interest in vaccine usage (see attached PowerPoint presentation and refer to issue paper).  The Task Force was sent the issue papers in advance of the meeting which included background information and a description of the issue to be discussed, objectives for the issue, planning assumptions, important concerns and challenges, and options for the Task Force to consider recommending to the Governor.  The Task Force voted to accept the recommendations with the following clarifications and changes:

· Recommendation #1a should include staffing, computerized tracking, and expand security to include maintaining order, access, and egress at vaccination site in operational details.
· Recommendation #1d should include liability protection and the recruitment of volunteers in advance of a pandemic.
· Recommendation #3 should include specific plans and pre-developed messages to inform the public prior to a pandemic about the importance,   safety, and effectiveness of pandemic influenza vaccine…   
· Recommendation #4 should be amended to require reporting of the provision of the seasonal influenza vaccine.
· Recommendation #5 should be amended to reflect that USIIS/EIMS and UNIS should be expanded as soon as possible and is a funding priority.                                                                                                                              
Community Mitigation and Its Potential Consequences:

This Community Mitigation issue was presented by Robert Rolfs, State Epidemiologist, UDOH, (see attached PowerPoint presentation and refer to issue paper).  The Task Force voted to accept the issue paper and recommendations with the following clarifications and changes:

· Task Force members discussed the need to think about how restrictions and containment measures will have a disruptive impact on the community.  Community mitigation measures will have a fluid nature based upon the severity of the pandemic.  In order to capture the uncertainty and complexity of planning, we will have to rely on the technical advisory group of experts (proposed previously) to keep refining the process as we learn more about the nature of the pandemic.

· Larry Newton, State Office of Education, summarized the strong action taking place to make schools ready for a potential pandemic.  A small study is currently being done in the Salt Lake School District to test the use of face masks.

· The Task Force approved Recommendations 1- 3.  With preventing illness and death as a priority two additional recommendations were discussed to limit the gathering of people during a pandemic.

· A 4th recommendation was approved and staff directed to draft a “Mass Gathering” statement.  Suggested wording included:  With appropriate science and public health knowledge regarding the nature of the pandemic, government should act to restrict mass gatherings in order to minimize illness and death. 

· A 5th recommendation was approved with suggested wording:  Work actively with faith based and community based organizations to develop alternative approaches to meeting the needs of those organizations during a pandemic in order to minimize the spread of disease.

Dr. James Mason summarized the meeting discussion and emphasized the importance of the Task Force work.  Over 40 recommendations to have been proposed, discussed and approved by the Task Force.  Our February meeting will re-visit and prioritize the recommendations to the Governor.  The next meeting will be on February 8, 2007, with a change of location, at the University of Utah Marriott Hotel at 7:30 AM. 
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